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What better way for families to spend a spring morning (and test their sharp eyes) than
a scavenger hunt? Monroe Township Community Affairs is hosting one on Saturday,
May 14th from 11 AM to 2 PM, with a starting point in Owens
Park.
Check-in time is at 11 AM at the park’s snack concession stand.
You’ll sign in there (pre-registration is required) and get your
list of items and instructions. Then, you and your team will
travel around town looking for items on the list. You’ll report
back to the concession stand at Owens Park to have your list
tallied up and to enjoy some refreshments. There will be prizes
for the top teams.

All teams must be registered by May 11th, so call 856-728-9841
or email mtcommunityaffairs@monroetownshipnj.org.
Come and enjoy a fun day checking out our town while trying
for some great prizes!

What’s The Scoop Opens in Washington Township
Special Points of Interest:


Enjoy a day of pickleball in Sewell



Special events for
Mother’s Day and Derby Day



Dr. Strange returns to
the big screen



Classic comedy Blithe
Spirit at the Walnut



Fly away with new
adult and YA novels
inspired by Peter Pan

Just in time for warm weather, What’s The Scoop, a new ice cream place, has
opened at the new Washington Square Town Center complex on Hurfville-Cross
Keys Road in Sewell. (It’s near the Rothman Orthopedics office.)

What’s the Scoop offers homemade hand-dipped
ice cream in a variety of flavors, as well as soft
serve and water ice. Plus, there are specialty
milkshakes and sundaes to tempt your palate.
(How does vanilla ice cream on a slice of fried
pound cake, topped off with caramel sauce and
whipped cream, sound?)
You can find What’s The Scoop in the same complex as the recently opened Bison Coffee and the
soon-to-open Santucci’s Pizza.
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Down & Derby Wine Festival at Cooper River Park
On May 7th, Kentucky Derby Day, plenty of places will feature events that make an hours-long party out of a
two-minute horse race. Cooper River Park in Camden County will be hosting one of the best of these events—the
Down & Derby Wine Festival.
The party will take place on Veterans’ Island, in the middle of the
Cooper River, and run from 2 PM to 7:30 PM. The festivities will feature local band Arsenal, which specializes in classic rock from the 70s
and 80s, and singer-songwriter Tara Hendricks. Some of the best
food trucks of our area, such as Bake N’ Bacon and Crawdaddy’s Cajun Eatery, will be on hand to provide great eats. And of course,
some of South Jersey’s best wineries will also be there to provide
their wares. Naturally, there will also be plenty of opportunities to
view the Derby itself when it’s time.
General admission is $35 and includes a souvenir cup. VIP admission is $75 and includes special seating and VIP
food choices. If you don’t plan to drink, there’s the $15 designated driver admission which allows access to the
festivities. You can order tickets in advance through Eventbrite.

Cruisin’ Main Street in Downtown Hammonton
If you’d like a taste of the 1950s, downtown Hammonton has just the thing! Cruisin’ Main Street takes place on
the night of Friday, May 20th, from 5:30 to 9:30 PM. (Rain date: Saturday, May 21st, same time.)
The event is free to the public and features 1950s music, food
trucks with all kinds of options, and, of course, vintage cars on
display.
Also new to this year’s celebration is Best 50s Dressed Contest!
You can come dressed in your 1950s best and enter. There will
be prizes for the best adult and kid costumes.
Come enjoy a great family night of music, classic cars, and fun!

Glassboro Memorial Day Parade
Celebrate those who gave their all for our country at Glassboro’s Memorial Day Parade, taking place on Monday,
May 30th at 10 AM.
The parade will feature veterans and military groups, local youth sports organizations, bands,
fire trucks, and more as groups and organizations from all over the area gather to honor our
past military heroes. People are also encouraged to enter and build floats.
Kids are also encouraged to decorate and ride their bicycles in the parade. (Parents must be
with young riders at all times.) There’s no fee or form...just show up and ride!
The parade route begins at University Boulevard and Lehigh Road. Participants must show
up by 9:15 AM.
For more information, visit glassboro.org/memorial-day-parade, email tbryant@glassboro.org,
or call 856-881-9230.
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Picklenic 2022 at James G. Atkinson Park
If you’d like to spend a spring day playing pickleball, all ages are welcome to Picklenic 2022 at James G. Atkinson
Park on Bethel Mill Road in Sewell, on Saturday, May 14th, from 9 AM to 3:30 PM. (Rain date: Sunday, May
15th.)
Pickleball, a sport that’s been growing in popularity, combines elements of tennis, pingpong, and badminton. If you’d like to take part in this picnic/tournament, you can register online at gloucestercountynj.gov. The festivities begin at 9 AM, with open play until
11:30 AM. From 11:30 to 12:30, there’s an hour of pickleball matches paired with some
live music. At 12:30, there’s a break for lunch (bring your own). At 1:30, we start the
Mystery Mixed Doubles tournament pairings, with names pulled out of a hat to choose
the mixed partners. Then, at 1:45, with all the pairings picked, we start the Mystery
Mixed Doubles tournament. There will be 22 courts available, as well as vendors, ice
cream for sale at lunchtime, and T-shirts for sale.
It’s a fun day for the whole family, with a sport that’s easy to pick up and easy to get
hooked on. For more information, call 856-251-6710.

Mother’s Day and Derby Day at Autumn Lake Winery
Williamstown’s own Autumn Lake Winery celebrates both Mother’s Day and Kentucky Derby weekend with its
festivities on May 7th and 8th.
Saturday, May 7th will focus on the Derby. From 3 PM to 8 PM, the party will feature the local band The Company, food trucks like Lobster Dog and Big Papa Jai BBQ, a live
broadcast of the Derby, and plenty of Autumn Lake’s best wine. Admission is $25 and includes parking, entertainment, and a souvenir
glass. (Bring your own chairs and blankets.)
Then, on Sunday the 8th, bring Mom along from 12 PM to 5 PM and
enjoy the festivities that feature the Beth and Dennis Party Trio,
performing today’s and yesterday’s greatest hits. Big Papa Jai BBQ
returns, as well as Dan’s Waffles, NJ’s best food truck. Admission is
$15 and also includes parking, entertainment, and a glass.
To register for either or both events, visit autumnlakewinery.com and click on the events calendar.

Lori Poisker Memorial Craft Show In Pitman
The twice-annual Lori Poisker Memorial Craft Show is taking place along Broadway Avenue in Pitman on Saturday, May 21st, from 9 AM to 4 PM. (Rain date: Sunday, May 22nd.)
The craft show runs from 9 AM to 4 PM along Broadway, Pitman’s main
street. It will feature over 200 artisans and crafters from the South Jersey/Philadelphia area, with great gifts and trinkets for sale.
There will be shuttles from parking areas around town to the fair area.
The event is free to the public. For more information, visit
www.uptownpitman.com.
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All The World’s A Stage...
“Till death do us part” may not apply when the ghost of your previous wife shows up to plague your second marriage...Noel Coward’s classic 1941 comedy Blithe Spirit plays at the Walnut Street Theater from May 31st to July
3rd.
In 1930s England, Charles Condomine is a renowned novelist who’s
recently remarried following the tragic death of his first wife Elvira.
Researching the occult for his new novel, he invites a medium to
perform a séance at his home. But the medium does her work only
too well—she accidentally summons Elvira’s ghost, who is not willing to concede her territory to her successor Ruth. Charles suddenly finds himself with two strong-willed wives to
deal with, neither of which is willing to give an inch to the other...and when Elvira goes to the extreme of trying to
get Charles killed so he can join her eternally, he must call the medium in again and find out exactly how all this
got started in the first place so he and his wives can be at peace again.
Filled with Noel Coward’s trademark wittiness and light touch, this comedy is the perfect way to spend an evening. For more information or to order tickets, visit walnutstreettheatre.org.

“Good morning, Baltimore!” The hit musical Hairspray, based on the offbeat John Waters movie, comes to Philadelphia’s Miller Theatre (formerly the Merriam) from May 17th-22nd.
In Baltimore of 1960, chunky teenager Tracy Turnblad has one dream—to be on the Corny
Collins TV dance show. Despite her mother Edna’s misgivings and the rejection of Velma Van
Tussle, the show’s snobby producer, she makes it in and catches the eye of the show’s teen
heartthrob Link Larkin—to the chagrin of Velma’s queen-bee daughter Amber, the show’s
head dancer, who also has her eye on Link. Tracy also befriends Black dancer Seaweed and
his mother Maybelle, who hosts the show’s weekly “Negro Day”. With her newfound sense of
self-confidence, she joins the effort to permanently integrate the Corny Collins Show...but
with the vengeful Velma and Amber out to sabotage her, can she and her family and friends
win the day?
To find out more or to order tickets, visit kimmelculturalcampus.org. And remember...you can’t stop the beat!!!
Four characters live through sixty years of race relations—while never aging a day. That’s the premise of the musical Hallejujah, Baby!, onstage at Haddonfield Plays and Players from May 20th to June 4th.
A young Black woman named Georgina and her mother start out as maids at the turn of the
20th century. Georgina wants to start a new life with fiancé Clem, but they don’t have the
money to do so. A young white producer named Harvey offers her the role of a maid in a Civil
War play—which pays more than actually being a maid. As the decades progress, Georgina
and her loved ones experience the struggles of the country’s racial divisions. Her relationship
with Clem fractures as he becomes more politically engaged and challenges her willingness to
go along with white society, while Harvey carries a torch for her despite the taboo of an interracial romance. And all the while, from the racial strictures of the twenties and thirties to the
civil rights struggles of the sixties, Georgina, her mother, Clem, and Harvey remain the same age, even as their
attitudes and beliefs change.
With a score by Jule Styne (Gypsy), lyrics by Betty Comden and Adolph Green (Peter Pan), and a script by Arthur Laurents (West Side Story), this unique musical offers a fascinating perspective on years of racial struggle
through the eyes of a small group of characters. For tickets, visit haddonfieldplayers.com.
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What’s New Onscreen!
Stephen Strange is becoming the center of the new phase of the Marvel Cinematic Universe...and, in Doctor Strange
and the Multiverse of Madness, premiering May 6th, he must face his greatest challenge yet.
Following the events of Spider-Man: No Way Home, Stephen (Benedict Cumberbatch) finds that
the barriers of the multiverse—the vast infinity of parallel universes—are breaking down following
the spell he cast. This means that any number of horrors may spill over into our universe...and he
may not have the power to mend the rift on his own. He’ll need the help of multiverse-traveling
super-powered young adult America Chavez (Xochitl Gomez)...and of Wanda Maximoff (Elizabeth
Olsen), who is still coming to terms with her actions in the WandaVision series. But even all their
efforts combined may not be enough to save our universe from the dangers leaking into it...not
with Stephen’s old ally-turned-foe Mordo (Chiwetel Ejiofor) in the mix. And with multiple universes’ versions of the same person lurking about...the greatest threat to Stephen Strange might be, quite literally,
himself.
Between the loose ends from WandaVision and No Way Home, and the hints dropped in various trailers (was that
Sir Patrick Stewart’s voice we heard? Does that mean Professor Xavier will be involved somehow?), fans are on
edge for where this reality-bending new entry will take Stephen Strange...and the MCU itself.
In 1984, Stephen King’s bestseller Firestarter was adapted for the screen starring a young Drew Barrymore. Now,
this nail-biting suspense novel gets a new adaptation for a new era, premiering May 13th.
In their college years, Andy and Vicky McGee (Zac Efron, Sydney Lemmon) participated in a drug
experiment conducted by a secret government agency known as The Shop. It left them with minor
telekinetic and psychic abilities—but their daughter Charlene, or “Charlie” (Ryan Kiera Armstrong)
is born with powerful pyrokenesis. This means she can set things—and people—on fire at will, or
when she is in a rage. The Shop’s attempts to capture and control Charlie leave Vicky dead and Andy
and his daughter on the run, living under assumed identities. Charlie must learn to hide her power, or
at least control it—not an easy thing to do for a girl approaching adolescence and ruled by strong
emotions. And with sinister Shop agents closing in, Charlie’s power may be all that stands between their ruthless
intentions and all she loves.
Fans of the “King” of horror and suspense should enjoy this new re-imagining of one of his most intriguing works.
The first movie spinoff of the hit British series Downton Abbey was a success and brought the characters we love further into the twentieth century. Downton Abbey: A New Era, debuting May 20th, has the Crawley family dealing
with even more changes in their lives, and in the world around them.
It’s 1929, with the world on the verge of a new decade—and an economic slump. The ailing Dowager
Countess Violet (Dame Maggie Smith) announces that she’s been bequeathed a villa in the south of
France by an old flame, a bequest that the deceased widow is contesting. With the Countess too frail
(in body, anyway) to make the journey, her son Lord Robert (Hugh Bonneville) and some of his immediate family travel to Europe to sort out the situation. Meanwhile, back in England, Lady Mary,
who’s shaping up to be the family’s new matriarch after Violet is gone, accepts an offer for a movie
crew to film at Downton, despite Lord Robert’s reluctance to deal with Hollywood. While all this is
going on, Tom Branson, Lady Sybil’s widower, has found love again and is remarrying. As always, the Crawley
family and their loyal servants face changes and upheavals with grace and dignity.
Fans of the series and the first movie will definitely enjoy seeing where the inhabitants of Downton Abbey stand as
the world enters the modern era.
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The Biblio-Files
Second star to the right and straight on until morning…
Enjoy some recently published novels that are inspired by
J.M. Barrie’s Peter Pan.

At the end of Peter Pan, James M. Barrie depicted Peter visiting the grown Wendy’s daughter. A.C. Wise’s novel
Wendy, Darling shows the results of that visit...but also the effect that Wendy Darling’s trip to Neverland has had
on her in her adult years.
Wendy’s stories of her visit to Neverland were fine when she was a child, but when she refused to let go
of her belief in Peter Pan as she grew older, her younger brothers (who’d forgotten about Neverland)
had her institutionalized. She could only escape by making a marriage of convenience, which gave her
her beloved daughter Jane. But now, Peter has come back and abducted Jane, to take Wendy’s place
as “mother” to the Lost Boys. With the help of Mary, a Native American woman Wendy befriended in
the asylum, Wendy must travel to Neverland on her own to rescue her daughter...and face the fact
that the magical land may not have been as wondrous as she thought it was as a child. Nor is Peter, whose bullying and narcissism she can now see for what it is. It will take all the strength and courage she has built up over the
years to face Neverland, and Peter’s, true dangers and save Jane from slavery at his hands.
A.C. Wise gives us a very adult and very satisfying take on the hidden nuances of a classic tale. (Her follow-up,
Hooked, debuts this July.)
Liz Michalski gives us another take on a kidnapper Peter Pan in her new novel Darling Girl...this time, with Wendy’s grown granddaughter searching for her own child...a child with the blood of an immortal.
Holly Darling successfully runs her own skincare line and is a devoted mother to her son Jack. But
there’s a dark shadow in her past—Jack’s half-sister, Eden, has been mysteriously comatose for ten
years, under round-the-clock care at a remote estate. And when her daughter suddenly vanishes, Holly
knows perfectly well who has abducted her...Eden’s immortal, ever-youthful father, Peter Pan. She has
been keeping this secret from Jack, who doesn’t even know of Eden’s existence. Only her mother, Jane,
knows that Peter is real, but won’t accept that he’s far more dangerous than she’s always thought him to
be. Holly must enlist the help of an ex-soldier, Christopher Cook...who has a hook for a hand. With his
help, she must confront the legacy of her past and save both Eden and Jack, whose health depends on Eden’s existence. What will happen when she faces the dangerous immortal whose life has overshadowed three generations of
her family’s women?
This is a complex and fascinating look at the true implications of what it means to have an immortal adolescent in
your life...who thinks you and all the other girls in your family are his for the taking.
The Disney Twisted Tales YA series takes the plots of classic Disney movies and turns them inside out by asking,
“what if [plot point of famous Disney flick] had gone differently?” (Think the Marvel What If…? series, only with
Disney movies.) Liz Braswell’s Straight On Till Morning asks, “What if Wendy never met Peter when
she was younger, but went to Neverland as a young adult instead...with Captain Hook?”
Wendy Darling never did get to meet Peter Pan on that fateful night, though she captured his shadow.
Instead, she’s grown to a young adulthood where she doesn’t fit in...too opinionated, too imaginative.
Her parents, disapproving of the stories she writes, are set on sending her to Ireland for a career as a governess. But a chance meeting with the charming but sinister Captain James Hook causes her to make a
deal...Peter’s shadow for passage to Neverland. Her bid for freedom turns out to be a deal with the devil—virtual
slavery to the pirate crew. She escapes on the shores of Neverland, where she finds out Hook’s plans for Peter’s
shadow threaten the entire realm. Forming an alliance with Tinkerbell, she must convince the arrogant and stubborn Peter to accept her help and muster the Lost Boys to save their land. In doing so, she may find strength and
confidence she never knew she was capable of.
If you’re a fan of the original novel or its classic Disney adaptation, you’re bound to enjoy this alternate take on it,
which shows us just what its heroine is truly made of.

