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Fourth of July Fireworks
Want to enjoy the Fourth in grand style? Williamstown and other areas in the county
are offering free fireworks shows to celebrate Independence Day!
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Williamstown’s fireworks display will begin at dusk on Monday, July 4th. They’ll be
launched from Owens Park, but the park won’t be
open for viewing them. You can view them from the
parking lots of the middle school, high school, and
Mary Duffy Park.
Also, Washington Township’s holding their fireworks
at Washington Township High School in Sewell on
the night of Monday the 4th (rain date: Tuesday the
5th). You can get seating at the stadium, or sit in one
of the many spots nearby. If you can’t make either of
those, Woodbury’s holding its fireworks a little earlier, on Saturday, July 2nd (rain
date: Saturday, July 9th), at Woodbury Junior-Senior High School. It will feature food
trucks, live music, and face painting.
All ages can enjoy a fun evening of celebrating the Fourth!

Fourth of July Puppy Parade!
Special Points of Interest:


Thor Returns To Big
Screen



Christmas in July
Events in Mullica Hill
and National Park



In The Heights in Oaklyn



Jacqueline Kennedy in
Fiction

Something else is going on in our town for the Fourth—a puppy parade where you
can show off your gorgeous doggo!
You can sign up at tinyurl.com/puppies2022. All breeds
and sizes are welcome. There will be prizes for the bestdressed pup and a photo booth where you can preserve
your pooch for posterity.
The event takes place at the Pfeiffer Center on Monday,
July Fourth. Registered participants (two– and fourlegged) must check in by 10:30 AM. The parade begins at
11 AM.
For more information, call 856-728-9841. Let the whole
town see what a great dog you have! (And remember—fireworks are distressing to
doggos. Visit https://www.aspca.org/pet-care/general-pet-care/fourth-july-safety-tips
for tips on how to help your pets cope with the Fourth.)
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Christmas in July at Harbaugh Village
If you’d like to celebrate Christmas five months early, Harbaugh Village in Mullica Hill has just the event for you.
Christmas in July, a fundraiser for Family Promise of Southwest New Jersey, takes place on Monday, July 25th,
from 4:30 PM to 9:30 PM.
The festival will feature carnival games, live music, roller skating and more. And, of
course, Santa will be there, taking time out from his summer vacation to take early
Christmas requests. All of this is included in the ticket price. (Food and drink, from food
trucks on-site, will be extra.)
Tickets are $30 for adults and free for children 12 and under. Proceeds will go to benefit
Family Promise of Southwest New Jersey, a non-profit that helps homeless families with
resources such as shelter, food, and case management to get them back on their feet. It
will also benefit Harbaugh House Charity, which distributes toys to children at Christmas
and provides transitional housing to homeless families.
To order tickets, visit family-promise-of-southwest-new-jersey.ticketleap.com/christmas-in-july-at-the-harbaughvillage. Enjoy a great (early) holiday night out while you help families in need!

Christmas in July Boat Parade in National Park
And speaking of Christmas in July...National Park, a borough in Gloucester County, is holding its first-ever
Christmas in July Boat Parade on Saturday, July 9th, from 6 PM to 11 PM.
The parade will feature boats with festive illuminated floats (think Ocean
City’s “Night in Venice”, only with a holiday theme). There will also be food,
drinks, and live music along the river. The parade itself will begin at 8:30 PM.
Admission is $20 for guests. If you’d like to register a boat of your own, the fee
is $25. (You must register your boat by July 8th.)
For more information or to register your boat, visit www.nationalparkboatclub.com.

Concerts in Gloucester County Parks
If live music is your thing, there are a wide range of bands performing diverse styles of music in parks all across
Gloucester County this month.
Saturday, July 2nd, 7:00 PM—Party Wave Band, a ten-piece band, plays at Woodbury
High School Athletic Field.
Saturday, July 9th, 7:00 PM—Hickstown Road performs at Atkinson Park in Sewell.
Saturday, July 16th, 7:00 PM—Starborn plays at Atkinson Park in Sewell with Motown
and R & B hits.
Saturday, July 30th, 7:00 PM—Kingston Brothers and Cedar Creek perform John Denver’s hits at Atkinson Park
in Sewell.
For more information on these performances (including rain dates), visit www.gloucestercountynj.gov/1083/
Concerts-2022.
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Movies in the Park

Once again, the Gloucester County Parks Department is hosting free family movies in the park for the summer!
The schedule for June is as follows:
All movies are free to the public. Rain dates are the following day unless otherwise indicated. All movies begin at
dusk. Bring your own chairs and/or blankets (and plenty of bug repellent).
Friday, 7/1/2022 - Harrison Twp - Luca. Ella Harris Park, 155 Commissioners Road, Mullica Hill.
Friday, 7/8/2022 - Glassboro - Luca. New Street Park, 410 East New Street, Glassboro.
Wednesday, 7/13/2022 - Franklinville - Raya and the Last Dragon. Franklin Twp Sports Complex,
500 Pennsylvania Ave, Franklinville.
Friday, 7/15/2022 - Red Bank Battlefield - The Muppet Christmas Carol. Red Bank Battlefield,
100 Hessian Ave, National Park.
Wednesday, 7/20/2022 - Mantua - Spirit Untamed. Chestnut Branch Park, 545 Main St, Mantua.
Friday, 7/22/2022 - Swedesboro - Space Jam: A New Legacy. Swedesboro Auction Block, 400 Anderson Ave, Swedesboro.
Wednesday, 7/27/2022 - Woodbury - Luca. Stewart Park, 235 E Red Bank Ave, Woodbury.

Artwalk Night Market in Glassboro Town Square
Glassboro, home to Rowan University, is quickly becoming a local mecca for the arts. On Saturday, July 16th,
Glassboro Town Square will be holding an Artwalk Night Market from 5 PM to 10 PM, showcasing the work of
local artists and crafters.

The event is free to the public. It will feature booths with the work of local artists for
sale—everything from candles and jewelry to paintings, glasswork, and ceramics.
There’ll also be a demonstration of glassblowing—the art which gave Glassboro its
name. You’ll also find live music from local band The Unstoppable Hackbeats, food
trucks, a beer garden hosted by the nearby Landmark Americana pub, and circus performers.
If you’re a vendor or artisan and are interested in taking part, visit the festival’s page at
glassboro.org/art-festival—they’ve got the rules and application procedure posted
there.
Enjoy a summer evening (rain or shine) checking out the best art our area has to offer!

Butterfly Festival at Red Bank Battlefield
Want to get you and your family a little closer to nature? Red Bank Battlefield Park in National Park is holding
its Butterfly Festival on Saturday, July 16th from 12 PM to 4 PM. (Rain date: Sunday, July 17th.)
The festival is free to the public and welcomes all ages. There will be a bug parade, tours of
the site’s Butterfly House, classes about bees and other pollinators (gardeners can learn how
to attract them to their gardens), a photography contest, and other family fun activities
such as live music, crafts, and vendors.
For more information, call 856-224-8045.

Page
4

Out and About
A Community Newsletter

All The World’s A Stage...
Before Hamilton, Lin-Manuel Miranda took Broadway by storm with In The Heights, a love letter to the Washington Heights section of New York that he grew up in. The Ritz Theatre in Oaklyn presents this high-energy Tonywinner from July 15th-31st.
Taking place over several scorching-hot days in Washington Heights, the show introduces us to
several members of its Latino community. Usnavi (the role that Lin originated), owner of his
late father’s corner store, dreams of going back to the Dominican Republic as a success. His
crush Vanessa has her own aspirations of making it big as a fashion designer. Nina, home from
Stanford, must break the news to her parents that working two jobs to afford tuition has caused
her to lose her scholarship. She also reconnects with Benny, who works for her father and has
feelings for her. Claudia, the block’s matriarch who is “abuela” (grandmother) to all its residents
despite having no children of her own, wins a considerable sum in a lottery and must decide what to do with it.
With music that combines Latin rhythms and hip-hop, their stories all add up to a celebration of family, community, and identity.
Tickets are between $27 and $40. To order, visit ritztheatreco.org. “I’ve got today!/And today’s all we got, so we cannot stop/This is our block!”
“Tale as old as time…” Beauty and the Beast, the stage version of the Disney animated classic, comes to Pitman’s
Broadway Theatre from July 8th to July 31st.
The stage version (Disney’s first foray into Broadway musicals) follows the plot of the movie
closely. Book-loving Belle, daughter of inventor Maurice, feels out of place in her provincial village—and is definitely not interested in her would-be suitor Gaston, a handsome but insufferable
egotist. But when her father stumbles into the enchanted castle of a Beast who imprisons him,
Belle bargains away her own freedom in exchange for Maurice’s. As she settles into the castle
with its staff of enchanted household objects, Belle makes it clear she won’t stand for the Beast’s
arrogance...and as time passes and the Beast becomes more gentle, the two develop feelings for each other. The
Beast is actually a prince under a curse that can only be broken if he can love and be loved in return...and time is
running out to break it. And all the while, Gaston is plotting how to force Belle into marriage. Can the pair overcome the obstacles and break the curse?
With all of the beloved songs from the original, with some new ones by Alan Menken and Tim Rice, this is one of
the best shows to come from Disney Theatrical. To order tickets ($35), visit thebroadwaytheatre.org.
“Miss Jean Louise, stand up...your father’s passin’.” Acclaimed playwright Aaron Sorkin has crafted a new adaptation of Harper Lee’s classic novel To Kill A Mockingbird, which comes to Philadelphia’s Academy of Music
from July 12th to 24th.
In Depression-era Alabama, tomboy Jean Louise Finch (who calls herself “Scout”) and her brother
Jem are being raised by their father, widowed lawyer Atticus Finch. Scout’s life up to this point has
consisted of innocent play with the occasionally visiting Dill, young nephew of a neighbor, and speculation about the reclusive Boo Radley, another neighbor who hasn’t been seen outside of his house in
twenty years. But Scout’s world is about to change—her father has agreed to represent a black man
accused of raping a white woman. The trial opens Scout’s and Jem’s eyes to the prejudices of their
friends and neighbors—and to the heights of their father’s integrity. But his actions may put his beloved children
in danger—and, as it turns out, they receive help from the most unexpected of quarters.
With acclaimed actor Richard Thomas in the role of Atticus for this national tour, this new vision of an American
classic is bound to enthrall audiences. To order tickets, visit kimmelculturalcampus.org.
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What’s New Onscreen!
When we last saw Thor (Chris Hemsworth) at the end of Avengers: Endgame, he was not in the best of physical
shape, but was picking up the pieces of his previous life and setting off for a stint with the Guardians of the Galaxy. But he’s about to come face-to-face with his past in Thor: Love and Thunder, due out July 8th.
After traveling with the (As)Guardians of the Galaxy for a while, Thor needs some time, not just to
get back into better physical shape, but to take stock of what his place in the universe is now, with
Asgard gone and so much changed. But a new foe has arisen: Gorr the God-Butcher (Christian
Bale), who has made it his mission to destroy all gods. Naturally, this puts Thor at risk, as well as
Zeus (Russell Crowe), king of the Greek gods. As if all of this weren’t enough, Thor reunites with his
old love Jane Foster (Natalie Portman)—who, in his absence (and despite a battle with cancer), has
taken on the title and role of The Mighty Thor! With her help, and with his allies Valkyrie (Tessa
Thompson) who’s juggling her role as ruler of New Asgard, and his old pal Korg the gladiator
(Taika Waititi, who also directed), Thor must defeat this new foe while figuring out what his role in life will be now
that so much has changed...and whether he and Jane might have a future together after all.
Early buzz has been overwhelmingly positive. With some visits from old familiar faces (our pals the Guardians as
well as Jeff Goldblum’s Collector) as well as new, this thrilling and funny adventure is another worthy addition to
the MCU.
On the DC Comics end of things...well, we animal lovers all know our pets are super. Meet some who really ARE
super in every sense of the word, in DC League of Superpets, an animated adventure debuting July 29th.
Superman (voice of John Krasinski) has a loyal pal in his dog Krypto (voice of Dwayne Johnson), a
Kryptonian pup who was his pet as a baby but got rocketed off Krypton as a test subject before
young Kal-El himself was. Reunited with his old master on Earth, Krypto couldn’t be a happier
pooch. But when Supes and his Justice League pals are kidnapped by Lex Luthor (voice of Marc
Maron), Krypto must form his own team of animal superheroes. There’s PB the pig (Vanessa Bayers)
who gains the ability to grow giant-sized, Merton the turtle (Natasha Lyonne) who has super-speed,
electrified Chip the squirrel (Diego Luna), and a hound named Ace (Kevin Hart) who gains superstrength—and maybe even the ability to melt the Dark Knight’s heart. Together, this four-legged
force of justice must foil Luthor’s plan—and prove that you don’t need to be human to be a hero.
This promises to be a charming look at the DC Universe from the point of view of its non-human residents—and a
reminder of just how super pets can be.
The breakout stars of the Despicable Me movies, the Minions, return to the big screen once again in Minions: The
Rise of Gru, coming to theaters July 1st.

At the end of the previous Minions movie, we briefly saw a young Gru, whom the Minions decided to
make their new overlord. A few years later, it’s 1976 and twelve-year-old Gru (still voiced by Steve
Carell) and his yellow pals (all voiced by Pierre Coffin) live in the California suburbs. Gru’s greatest ambition is to be a supervillain, and when he finds out that the evil super-league The Vicious 6 have ousted their leader Wild Knuckles (Alan Arkin), Gru sees his chance. But his audition doesn’t go over very
well...for one thing, the remaining supervillains aren’t eager to hire a kid, and for another, Gru can’t
help stealing their precious gem the Zodiac Stone, their key to world domination. On the run from
them, Gru and the Minions team up with a vengeful Knuckles to take down the five baddies...and, in
the process, Gru begins to learn that even bad guys don’t have to go it alone.
Fans of the little yellow guys and their not-so-evil human pal should enjoy this new look into their life before three
orphan girls came along to change everything.

Free Public Library of Monroe
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713 Marsha Ave.
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The Biblio-Files
Three recently published novels take a look at the life of one
of America’s most fascinating First Ladies, Jacqueline Bouvier Kennedy Onassis, and the legacy of Camelot.

Jacqueline Bouvier’s time before and during her marriage to JFK gets a fresh look in Jackie & Me, a new novel
from acclaimed historical fiction author Louis Bayard.
Kirk LeMoyne “Lem” Billings, who narrates the story in flashback, is a closeted gay man who is
very tight with the Kennedy family—the closest thing America has to royalty. His best friend is
young Jack, who’s headed for a political career. When Jack meets Jacqueline Bouvier at a
Georgetown bash soon after Jack becomes a Congressman, the two hit it off. Jackie, who works for
a Washington newspaper, hopes to become more than just a wife and mother, but her new relationship with Jack derails these ambitions. Jack, meanwhile, is busy with his political career and asks
Lem to keep Jackie entertained when he’s not around—after all, though it’s unspoken, he knows
there’s no way Lem will become a romantic rival. Lem grows fond of Jackie as he gets to know
her—in their own way, each of them are constricted outsiders. And as fond as he is of Jack, he realizes the difficulties Jackie will have being married to him, especially since Jack is not known for fidelity. From his
vantage point in 1981, Lem looks back on his divided loyalties and the path they led him and his two closest
friends to.
This stunning novel from one of the best authors out there, acclaimed by the NYT Book Review, offers a unique
perspective on Camelot’s beginnings from an often-overlooked player in the drama.
After her tragic widowhood, Jacqueline Kennedy married again to Greek shipping magnate Aristotle Onassis—but
as with Jack, she had a rival to contend with. Jackie and Maria by Gill Paul gives us an account of the two women
in Ari’s life—Jackie and renowned opera star Maria Callas.
Maria Callas’ affair with Ari Onassis began while both were still married. Now that both are single,
she hopes to become the next Mrs. Onassis...but someone new comes onto the scene. Jackie met Ari
during her troubled marriage to Jack Kennedy, and now that she’s the nation’s most famous widow,
Ari sets his eyes on her as a prize. He doesn’t see any reason to give Maria up, though, since he doesn’t
value fidelity any more than Jack did. As the years pass, these two strong-willed women in love with
the same man deal with their own issues, and begin to question whether this charismatic but selfcentered man is worth it.
If you’re interested in an area of Jackie Kennedy’s life after Camelot, you’re sure to be enthralled by this account
that focuses not just on her, but on another world-famous woman who forged her own path in life.
The Kennedys’ life in the White House was known as “Camelot”—the reign of a young and charismatic ruler and
his wife. Stephanie Marie Thornton’s novel And They Called It Camelot gives us a fuller story about what Jackie’s
life was like both before and after Camelot—and behind its façade.
Jacqueline Bouvier, from a socially prominent family, is working for the Washington Times-Herald
when she meets a young congressman named John Fitzgerald Kennedy. She falls for him, despite
knowing he’s anything but a one-woman man. They skyrocket to the White House itself, where
Jack’s youth and charisma and Jackie’s style and beauty make them the most admired of presidential couples. But even they can’t avoid tragedy...first the death of their newborn son, and then, catastrophically, the events of November 22nd, 1963. After some years of widowhood, Jackie finds love
again with tycoon Aristotle Onassis...but he’s no more faithful to her than Jack was, and is even
more insensitive to her needs and wishes. Can she take control of her own life and be the heroine of her own story?
This novel (which got a starred review from Publishers Weekly) shows us how this First Lady was more than just
the appendage to two famous men.

