The Bookworms
BOOK CLUB
Free Public Library of Monroe Township
713 Marsha Ave, Williamstown NJ
856-629-1212

2022 Book Club Reading List
The Bookworms meet on the 3rd Wednesday of every month at 1pm,
except for December. All adults are invited to read along with us and join
our monthly discussions held in the library meeting room.
For more information, call 856-629-1212 ext. 206.
July 20 : The Only Woman in the Room by Marie Benedict (F BEN)
Her beauty almost certainly saved her from the rising Nazi party and led to marriage with an Austrian arms
dealer. Underestimated in everything else, she overheard the Third Reich's plans while at her husband's
side and understood more than anyone would guess. She devised a plan to flee in disguise from their
castle, and the whirlwind escape landed her in Hollywood. She became Hedy Lamarr, screen star. But she
kept a secret more shocking than her heritage or her marriage: she was a scientist. And she had an idea
that might help the country fight the Nazis and revolutionize modern communication...if anyone would
listen to her.
August 17 : Department of Rare Books & Special Collections by Eva Jurczyk (F JUR)
Liesl Weiss long ago learned to be content working behind the scenes in the distinguished rare books
department of a large university, managing details and working behind the scenes to make the head of the
department look good. But when her boss has a stroke and she's left to run things, she discovers that the
library's most prized manuscript is missing. Liesl tries to sound the alarm and inform the police about the
missing priceless book, but is told repeatedly to keep quiet, to keep the doors open and the donors happy.
But then a librarian unexpectedly stops showing up to work. Liesl must investigate both disappearances,
unspooling her colleagues' pasts like the threads of a rare book binding as it becomes clear that someone
in the department must be responsible for the theft. What Liesl discovers about the dusty manuscripts she
has worked among for so long—and about the people who care for and revere them—shakes the very
foundation on which she has built her life.

September 21 : The Four Winds by Kristin Hannah (F HAN)
Texas, 1921. A time of abundance. The Great War is over, the bounty of the land is plentiful, and America is
on the brink of a new and optimistic era. But for Elsa Wolcott, deemed too old to marry in a time when
marriage is a woman’s only option, the future seems bleak. Until the night she meets Rafe Martinelli and
decides to change the direction of her life. With her reputation in ruin, there is only one respectable choice:
marriage to a man she barely knows. By 1934, the world has changed; millions are out of work and drought
has devastated the Great Plains. Farmers are fighting to keep their land and their livelihoods as crops fail
and water dries up and the earth cracks open. Dust storms roll relentlessly across the plains. Everything on
the Martinelli farm is dying, including Elsa’s tenuous marriage; each day is a desperate battle against nature
and a fight to keep her children alive.

October 19 : The Engineer's Wife by Tracy Enerson Wood (F WOO)
Emily's fight for women's suffrage is put on hold, and her life transformed when her husband Washington
Roebling, the Chief Engineer of the Brooklyn Bridge, is injured on the job. Untrained for the task, but under
his guidance, she assumes his role, despite stern resistance and overwhelming obstacles. But as the project
takes shape under Emily's direction, she wonders whose legacy she is building—hers, or her husband's. As
the monument rises, Emily's marriage, principles, and identity threaten to collapse. When the bridge finally
stands finished, will she recognize the woman who built it?
November 16 : Klara and the Sun by Kazuo Ishiguro (F ISH)
Here is the story of Klara, an Artificial Friend with outstanding observational qualities, who, from her place in
the store, watches carefully the behavior of those who come in to browse, and of those who pass on the
street outside. She remains hopeful that a customer will soon choose her. Klara and the Sun is a thrilling
book that offers a look at our changing world through the eyes of an unforgettable narrator, and one that
explores the fundamental question: what does it mean to love?

No meeting in December

