The Bookmarky

BOOK CLUB

Free Public Library of Monroe Township
713 Marsha Ave, Williamstown NJ
856-629-1212

2026 Book Club Reading List

The Bookmarks meet on the last Tuesday of every month at 7pm, except for
December. All adults are invited to read along with us and join our monthly
discussions held in the library meeting room.

For more information, call 856-629-1212 ext. 206.

January 27 : The God of the Woods by Liz Moore (F MOO)

Early morning, August 1975: a camp counselor discovers an empty bunk. Its occupant, Barbara Van Laar,
has gone missing. Barbara isn't just any thirteen-year-old: she's the daughter of the family that owns the
summer camp and employs most of the region'’s residents. And this isn't the first time a Van Laar child has
disappeared. Barbara's older brother similarly vanished fourteen years ago, never to be found. As a
panicked search begins, a thrilling drama unfolds. Chasing down the layered secrets of the Van Laar family
and the blue-collar community working in its shadow, Moore's multi-threaded story invites readers into a
rich and gripping dynasty of secrets and second chances. It is Liz Moore's most ambitious and wide-
reaching novel yet.

February 24 : The Bloomsbury Girls by Natalie Jenner (F JEN)

Bloomsbury Books is an old-fashioned new and rare book store that has persisted and resisted change for
a hundred years, run by men and guided by the general manager's unbreakable fifty-one rules. But in
1950, the world is changing, especially the world of books and publishing, and at Bloomsbury Books, the
girls in the shop have plans: Vivien Lowry: Single since her aristocratic fiance was killed in action during
World War I, the brilliant and stylish Vivien has a long list of grievances. Grace Perkins: Married with two
sons, she's been working to support the family following her husband's breakdown in the aftermath of the
war. Evie Stone: In the first class of female students from Cambridge permitted to earn a degree, Evie was
denied an academic position in favor of her less accomplished male rival. Now she's working at
Bloomsbury Books while she plans to remake her own future. As they interact with various literary figures
of the time these three women with their complex web of relationships, goals and dreams are all working
to plot out a future that is richer and more rewarding than anything society will allow.

March 31 : The Irish Goodbye by Heather Aimee O’Neill (F ONE)

It's been years since the three Ryan sisters were all home together at their family's beloved house on the
eastern shore of Long Island. Two decades ago, their lives were upended by an accident on their brother
Topher's boat, a friend’s brother was killed, the lawsuit nearly bankrupted their parents, and Topher
spiraled into a depression, eventually taking his life. Now the Ryan women are back for Thanksgiving, eager
to reconnect, but each carrying a heavy secret. The eldest, Cait, still holding guilt for the role no one knows
she played in the boat accident, rekindles a flame with her high school crush, Topher’s best friend and the
brother of the boy who died. Middle sister Alice’'s been thrown a curveball threatening the career she’s
restarting and faces a difficult decision that may doom her marriage. And the youngest, Maggie, is finally
taking the risk to bring the woman she loves home to her devoutly Catholic mother. Infusing everything is
the grief for Topher that none of the Ryans have figured out how to carry together. Far more than a family
holiday will be ruined unless the sisters can find a way to forgive themselves—and one another.




April 28 : The River We Remember by William Kent Krueger (F KRU)

On Memorial Day, as the people of Jewel, Minnesota gather to remember and honor the sacrifice of so
many sons in the wars of the past, the half-clothed body of wealthy landowner Jimmy Quinn is found
floating in the Alabaster River, dead from a shotgun blast. Investigation of the murder falls to Sheriff Brody
Dern, a highly decorated war hero who still carries the physical and emotional scars from his military
service. Even before Dern has the results of the autopsy, vicious rumors begin to circulate that the killer
must be Noah Bluestone, a Native American WWII veteran who has recently returned to Jewel with a
Japanese wife. As suspicions and accusations mount and the town teeters on the edge of more violence,
Dern struggles not only to find the truth of Quinn’s murder but also put to rest the demons from his own
past. Caught up in the torrent of anger that sweeps through Jewel are a war widow and her adolescent
son, the intrepid publisher of the local newspaper, an aging deputy, and a crusading female lawyer, all of
whom struggle with their own tragic histories and harbor secrets that Quinn’s death threatens to expose.

May 26 : All the Colors of the Dark by Chris Whitaker (F WHI)

1975 is a time of change in America. The Vietnam War is ending. Muhammad Ali is fighting Joe Frazier. And
in the smalltown of Monta Clare, Missouri, girls are disappearing. When the daughter of a wealthy family is
targeted, the most unlikely hero emerges—Patch, a local boy, who saves the girl, and, in doing so, leaves
heartache in his wake. Patch and those who love him soon discover that the line between triumph and
tragedy has never been finer. And that their search for answers will lead them to truths that could mean
losing one another. A missing person mystery, a serial killer thriller, a love story, a unigue twist on each,
Chris Whitaker has written a novel about what lurks in the shadows of obsession and the blinding light of
hope.

June 30: All That is Mine | Carry With Me by William Landay (F LAN)

One afternoon in November 1975, ten-year-old Miranda Larkin comes home from school to find her house
eerily quiet. Her mother is missing. Nothing else is out of place. There is no sign of struggle. Her mom's
pocketbook remains in the front hall, in its usual spot. So begins a mystery that will span a lifetime. What
happened to Jane Larkin? Investigators suspect Jane's husband. A criminal defense attorney, Dan Larkin
would surely be an expert in outfoxing the police. But no evidence is found linking him to a crime, and the
case fades from the public's memory, a simmering, unresolved riddle. Jane's three children--Alex, Jeff, and
Miranda--are left to be raised by the man who may have murdered their mother. Two decades later, the
remains of Jane Larkin are found. The investigation is awakened. The children, now grown, are forced to
choose sides. With their father or against him? Guilty or innocent? And what happens if they are wrong?

July 28 : Home Front by Kristin Hannah (F HAN)

All marriages have a breaking point. All families have wounds. All wars have a cost. Like many couples,
Michael and Jolene Zarkades have to face the pressures of everyday life—children, careers, bills, chores—
even as their twelve-year marriage is falling apart. Then a deployment sends Jolene deep into harm's way
and leaves defense attorney Michael at home, unaccustomed to being a single parent to their two girls. As
a mother, it agonizes Jolene to leave her family, but as a solider, she has always understood the true
meaning of duty. In her letters home, she paints a rose-colored version of her life on the front lines,
shielding her family from the truth. But war will change Jolene in ways that none of them could have
foreseen. When tragedy strikes, Michael must face his darkest fear and fight a battle of his own—for
everything that matters to his family.



August 25 : Atmosphere by Taylor Jenkins Reid (F REI)

Joan Goodwin has been obsessed with the stars for as long as she can remember. Thoughtful and
reserved, Joan is content with her life as a professor of physics and astronomy at Rice University and as
aunt to her precocious niece, Frances. That is, until she comes across an advertisement seeking the first
women scientists to join NASA's space shuttle program. Suddenly, Joan burns to be one of the few people
to go to space. Selected from a pool of thousands of applicants in the summer of 1980, Joan begins
training at Houston's Johnson Space Center, alongside an exceptional group of fellow candidates. As the
new astronauts become unlikely friends and prepare for their first flights, Joan finds a passion and a love
she never imagined. In this new light, Joan begins to question everything she thinks she knows about her
place in the observable universe.

September 29 : The Stolen Life of Colette Marceau by Kristin Harmel (F HAR)

Colette Marceau has been stealing jewels for nearly as long as she can remember, following the centuries-
old code of honor instilled in her by her mother, take only from the cruel and unkind, and give to those in
need. Never was their family tradition more important than seven decades earlier, during the Second
World War, when Annabel and Colette worked side by side in Paris to fund the French Resistance. But one
night in 1942, it all went wrong. Annabel was arrested by the Germans, and Colette's four-year-old sister,
Liliane, disappeared in the chaos of the raid, along with an exquisite diamond bracelet sewn into the hem
of her nightgown for safekeeping. Soon after, Annabel was executed, and Liliane’'s body was found floating
in the Seine—but the bracelet was nowhere to be found. Seventy years later, Colette has done her best to
put her tragic past behind her, but her life begins to unravel when the long-missing bracelet suddenly
turns up in a museum exhibit in Boston. If Colette can discover where it has been all this time she may
finally learn the truth about what happened to her sister.

October 27 : Wild Dark Shore by Charlotte McConaghy (F MCC)

Dominic Salt and his three children are caretakers of Shearwater, a tiny island not far from Antarctica.
Home to the world's largest seedbank, Shearwater was once full of researchers, but with sea levels rising,
the Salts are now its final inhabitants. Until, during the worst storm the island has ever seen, a woman
mysteriously washes ashore. Isolation has taken its toll on the Salts, but as they nurse the woman, Rowan,
back to strength, it begins to feel like she might just be what they need. Rowan, long accustomed to
protecting herself, starts imagining a future where she could belong to someone again. But Rowan isn't
telling the whole truth about why she set out for Shearwater. And when she discovers sabotaged radios
and a freshly dug grave, she realizes Dominic is keeping his own secrets. As the storms on Shearwater
gather force, they all must decide if they can trust each other enough to protect the precious seeds in their
care before it's too late.

November 24 : The Keeper of Lost Art by Laura Morelli (F MOR)

As Allied bombs rain down on Torino in the autumn of 1942, Stella Costa’'s mother sends her to safety with
distant relatives in a Tuscan villa. There, Stella finds her family tasked with a great responsibility: hiding
nearly 300 priceless masterpieces from Florence, including Botticelli's famous Primavera. When a wave of
refugees seeks shelter in the villa, Stella befriends Sandro, an orphaned boy with remarkable artistic talent.
Amid the growing threats, Sandro and Stella take refuge in the villa's “treasure room,” where the paintings
are hidden. There, Botticelli's masterpiece and other works of art become a solace, an inspiration, and the
glue that bonds Stella and Sandro as the dangers grow. A troop of German soldiers requisitions the villa
and puts everyone to forced labor. Now, with the villa full of German soldiers, refugees, a secret guest, and
hundreds of priceless treasures, no one knows who will emerge unscathed, and whether the paintings will
be taken as spoils or become unintended casualties.

No meeting in December



