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Holiday Festivities in Williamstown 

Williamstown’s got some great holiday festivities going on this month, courtesy of the 

Department of Community Affairs! 

The annual Winter Wonderland at the Pfeiffer Community Center on Main Street and 

Blue Bell Roads takes place Saturday, Dec. 6th, from 4 PM to 8 

PM. There will be a visit from Santa and his missus via fire 

truck, free carnival rides, face painting, balloon art, a strolling 

puppeteer and ventriloquist, a mini train ride, free hot choco-

late and snacks, and food vendors for anyone who’d like to buy 

some extra food. The event is free to the public. 

The following week, on December 13th, the Pfeiffer Center will 

be transformed into Who-Ville for the arrival of the Grinch! The 

whole family can have breakfast or lunch with our favorite re-

formed green guy. There are several breakfast or lunch spots 

available, so to buy tickets, visit tinyurl/Grinch25. 

And speaking of the Grinch, your pet can get their photo taken 

with him the day before, Friday, December 12th, also at the Pfeiffer Center, from 6 PM 

to 8 PM. (Don’t worry, he’s great with pets. Ask Max.) You can register at tinyurl/

grinchPUP. 

All members of your family (two-legged and four-legged) can gear up for the holidays 

with our town’s great events!  

Special Points of Interest: 

 New coffee place opens in 

Turnersville 

 Check out the Christmas 

Village at Duffield’s Farm 

 Charcuterie chalet work-

shop at Blue Cork 

 Hilarious holiday panto-

mime at the Ritz Theater 

 Maggie O’Farrell’s ac-

claimed novel Hamnet 

comes to the screen 

 Festive holiday novels 

Pride Ugly Sweater Holiday Dance Party 

LGBTQ community members and their friends, family, and allies are all welcome to 

the Pfeiffer Center’s Pride Ugly Holiday Sweater dance party 

on Friday, Dec. 19th, from 7 PM to 9 PM.  

Everyone’s invited to wear their ugly holiday sweaters...the 

more garish, the better. There will be refreshments, a DJ, and, 

of course, dancing to your favorite pop holiday tunes.  

The event’s free to the public, but you must RSVP via tinyurl/

prideuglysweater. 

Bring your ugliest sweater and your brightest holiday spirit to 

this fun event!  



Williamstown’s Autumn Lake Winery on Malaga Road has some great holiday events going on this month! 

Autumn Lake’s Holiday Market will take place on Saturday, Dec. 6th and Sunday, Dec. 7th from 12 PM to 5 PM. 

There will be vendors with unique gifts, specialty holiday drinks for sale, live music, and food from Top Shelf Cu-

sine to buy. Santa and Mrs. Claus will be available for photo-op visits on 

Sunday from 1-3 PM. This event is free to the public.  

On Wednesday 12/17 at 6 PM, there will be a Psychic Paint Night at 6 PM. 

You can paint your own mug while sipping wine and getting a psychic read-

ing.  

Best of all, there will be a cake decorating class sponsored by Cakes & Bakes 

on Monday 12/15 at 6 PM! You can decorate your own 6-inch cake. Your 

ticket price ($45) includes all materials as well as a complimentary glass of 

wine.  

To buy tickets to these and other great events (such as a charcuterie workshop), visit autumnlakewinery.com/

event-calendar, scroll down, and click on each individual event.  

If you’re crafty and would like a holiday keepsake for years to come, Williamstown’s Pfeiffer Community Center is 

hosting a holiday centerpiece craft workshop on Monday, Dec. 15th at 6 PM. 

Bernie, the Pfeiffer Center’s resident craft expert, will show you how to make a holiday cen-

terpiece that’s perfect for your table. Your $10 fee will include all materials, but if you’ve got 

a glue gun, bring one. You’re also welcome to bring your own snacks and drinks (no alcohol, 

please).  

You can sign up at tinyurl.com/Bernie-121525. You must drop off your money to the Pfeiffer 

Center by Monday, Dec. 9th.  

Come and have a great time meeting new people and creating a custom-made holiday decora-

tion!  

Holiday Events at Autumn Lake Winery 

Holiday Centerpiece Craft Workshop at Pfeiffer Center 

Christmas Village at Duffield’s  
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Duffield’s Farm Market on Greentree Road in Sewell is hosting its annual Christmas Village on Saturday, Dec. 

13th from 11 AM to 4 PM. 

The grounds of Duffield’s will be decked out for the holidays. There will be gingerbread cookie 

decorating, a hot chocolate bar, a meet-and-greet with Santa, photo-ops, horse-and-carriage rides, 

and more! There will also be plenty of great food for sale.  

The event’s free to the public, but you do have to register for the horse-and-carriage rides in ad-

vance, which you can do by visiting www.duffieldsfarm.com/christmasvillage. 

This is a great way to prep the family for the holidays and make some great Christmas memo-

ries...so check it out!  



Hallowed Grounds Coffee Café Opens in Turnersville 
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Afternoon Tea and Wine at Stokelan Winery in Medford 

Medford’s Stokelan Estate Winery on Eayrestown Road is situated at a beautiful 19th-century farmhouse. What 

setting could be better for a festive afternoon tea party...with a little of 

Stokelan’s wine? The Afternoon Tea and Wine Christmas Edition 

takes place on Sunday, Dec. 14th at 11 AM. 

The farmhouse is decked out for the holidays in fine style, and the food 

and drink on offer is superb: a six-wine pairing flight, a charcuterie 

board, finger sandwiches, your choice of tea or coffee, and a specialty 

holiday cupcake courtesy of Jelena’s Micro Bakery. (Earthy Coast Cof-

fee is also providing the hot beverages).  

Tickets are $72 in all with sales tax and gratuity. To register, visit the 

winery’s event calendar, stokelanwinery.com/event-calendar, and click 

on the event’s link. You’ll also find links to other upcoming events at 

Stokelan, such as the Holiday Sip & Shop.  

Enjoy a lovely afternoon at this beautiful holiday setting...and find out more about this hidden gem of South Jer-

sey!  

Charcuterie Chalet Workshop at Blue Cork  
And speaking of hidden gem wineries...Williamstown’s own Blue Cork has a very unusual craft that’s great for a 

holiday table. You can make your own charcuterie chalet on Friday, December 12th, at 6 PM.  

Blue Cork is partnering with Acts of Graze Kitchen and Catering to help you create this 

culinary masterpiece. It’s like a gingerbread house...only savory instead of sweet. For a $75 

per person fee (which includes all materials), you’ll be able to create a Swiss chalet out of 

crackers, meats, nuts, fruits, and cheeses. It will be almost too nice to eat...almost.  

Reservations must be made in advance to make sure there are plenty of supplies for every-

one. You can reserve a spot by visiting actsofgraze.com/upcoming events and clicking on 

the link. (There are also links to other events Acts of Graze is holding around the area.) 

You can also call Blue Cork Winery for information at 856-885-2545. It’s located at 1093 

Blue Bell Road.  

This adorable (and yummy) charcuterie chalet is bound to be the hit of the appetizer ta-

ble...so sign up ASAP! 

Our area has another great new coffee house...Hallowed Grounds in Turnersville, at the corner of Hurffville-Cross 

Keys and Fries Mill Roads. (It’s the same mini-shopping center as Angelo’s Pizza.) 

The shop (which was supposed to be ChickCoDo for a long time before the lease fell through) is 

the second in South Jersey...the other one’s in Merchantville. It’s been voted Best of the Best 

2025. It offers hot and cold drinks, pastries, and sandwiches. The owners, Matt and Christine 

(who started out at a farmers’ market) focus on clean, locally-sourced ingredients.  

Come pay a visit to Gloucester County’s newest business...and discover your next favorite place 

to get a cup of coffee, study, read, or just hang out!  



“Without our traditions, our lives would be as shaky as...as a Fiddler on the Roof!” The classic musical is onstage at 

Haddonfield Plays and Players from Dec. 5th-20th! 

Based on Sholem Aleichem’s “Tevye the Dairyman” stories, the show introduces us to the Jewish 

village of Anatevka, in turn-of-the-twentieth-century Ukraine. Tevye, a poor milkman, is doing 

his best to provide for his wife and five daughters. He takes strength from his devotion to God 

(with Whom he often has one-sided conversations) and the traditions that have upheld his people 

for centuries. But the world is changing, inside and outside Anatevka. Tevye finds himself thrown 

for a loop when his three older daughters buck the usual arranged-marriage traditions and choose 

husbands for themselves without his input...one marries the village tailor, another marries a 

young radical who is exiled, and the third breaks Tevye’s heart by marrying a Gentile. And all the while, the coun-

try’s anti-Semitic leadership is making ominous moves against the Jewish population...bringing about consequenc-

es that will change the lives of the villagers forever.  

With hit songs like “If I Were A Rich Man” and “Sunrise, Sunset”, this classic show will move your spirit. To or-

der tickets, visit haddonfieldplayers.com. 

All The World’s A Stage... 
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Fairy-tale characters get mixed up with each other in a holiday pantomime that harkens back to an old English 

tradition...that’s what goes down in Goldilocks and the House of Ginger, onstage at Oaklyn’s Ritz Theater from 

Dec. 5th-21st. 

This original show by the Ritz’s artistic director Bruce Curless and his colleague Brian Bacon is in the tradition of 

British pantomime (stage shows that run at Christmastime and usually send up classic fairy ta-

les). In this uproarious production, Goldilocks meets not only the Three Bears on her journey 

through the forest, but Hansel and Gretel, Mother Goose (who narrates and plays various roles), 

and even the dastardly Sheriff of Nottingham himself! There’s also Dame Hecate, who, like all 

classic British pantomime “dames”, is a male actor in drag. As with traditional pantomimes, 

there will be plenty of improvisation and audience participation...be ready to warn onstage char-

acters at the approach of villains, and to cheer the heroes and boo the baddies. But be 

warned...some of the humor skews slightly adult, though the show is suitable for the family. It all adds up to a 

hilarious holiday show that’s like nothing you’ve ever seen!  

To order tickets or to find out more, visit ritztheatreco.org. Get your holiday ho-ho-hos on with this rollicking 

original stage work!  

The Broadway Theater of Pitman always does a wonderful holiday musical every December. This year, they’re 

giving us White Christmas, the stage version of the beloved Bing Crosby/Danny Kaye movie, from Dec. 12th-21st. 

Singing team Bob Wallace and Phil Davis have come through World War II and now have 

a successful act. One night in California, they meet up with sister act Betty and Judy 

Haynes, and sparks fly between the two guys and two gals. They invite the girls along with 

them on an engagement to Vermont, where their old commanding officer is now running an 

inn. Unfortunately, an unseasonably mild December is keeping tourists away from Ver-

mont. The two guys seize upon the idea of a benefit show to attract people to the inn and 

raise its profile. With the romantic entanglements of the two couples getting in the way of 

their professional efforts, this is going to be a Christmas none of them will ever forget...but 

will it be white?  

Tickets are $30. To order, visit thebroadwaytheatre.org. With all of Irving Berlin’s classic score (including, of 

course, the title song), this is the perfect family show for the holidays!  
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What’s New Onscreen! 
“Who lives in a pineapple under the sea?”...C’mon, we all know the answer to that one, don’t we? And on Dec. 

19th, he returns to the screen in a fully computer-animated adventure: The SpongeBob Movie: Search for 

Squarepants! 

SpongeBob (voice of Tom Kenny) has always been content with his life working for Mr. Krabs 

(Clancy Brown) at the Krusty Krab. But when Krabs makes one too many belittling remarks, 

SpongeBob decides it’s time to prove that he’s not just a timid little guy in a big ocean. With his 

friend Patrick, he summons the notorious pirate ghost The Flying Dutchman (voiced by none oth-

er than Mark Hamill), who promises to take him on a voyage that will allow him to prove his 

bravery. But the Dutchman’s got his own agenda in mind...he’s hoping to use the naïve Sponge-

Bob to break his curse and return him to humanity. It’s time for Mr. Krabs and others (including 

that nuisance Squidward) to set out to rescue the not-too-bright but lovable sponge...and, in doing so, reveal 

SpongeBob’s greatest strength is his kindness.  

Fans of the classic Nicktoon are bound to find this movie anything but all wet!  

James Cameron’s epic sci-fi film series brings a new chapter to the screen with Avatar: Fire and Ash, which premi-

eres Dec. 19th.  

Jake Sully (Sam Worthington) has continued his life on Pandora as a Na’vi with his wife Neytiri 

(Zoe Saldana) and their natural and adopted children. They’ve settled in with the Metkayina clan, 

whom we were introduced to in the previous movie. However, they’re still coming to terms with 

the death of their teenage son Neteyam. But now a new threat has arisen...the warlike Mangkwan 

clan, also known as the Ash People. Dwelling in a volcano, their way of life centers around 

fire...and conquest. What’s more, their chief Varang (Oona Chaplin...granddaughter of Charlie!) 

has allied with Jake’s sworn enemy Miles Quaritch (Stephen Lang), resurrected as an Avatar, who 

will stop at nothing in his quest for revenge against Jake and his family...even if that family in-

cludes his own biological son. Can Jake, his family, and the rest of the Metkayina defeat this 

threat while also convincing Varang and the Mangkwan that peace is the way?  

This new entry in the series looks to be as visually arresting and emotionally gripping as previous chapters...so 

here’s hoping this will only be a preview of more to come.  

The details of William Shakespeare’s day-to-day life are a mystery to historians, but author Maggie O’Farrell, in her 

acclaimed novel Hamnet, presented a “what-if” about how the greatest tragedy of the Bard’s life helped to inform 

the greatest tragedy he wrote. The film version of this novel premiered Nov. 26th. 

Will Shakespeare (Paul Mescal) falls in love with Agnes Hathaway (Jessie Buckley), marries her, and 

starts a family with her. Though the earthy, practical Agnes doesn’t always understand her beloved 

husband’s literary aspirations, she supports him even as he leaves for London to seek his fortune as a 

playwright. But the plague rages throughout the country...and claims the life of their eleven-year-old 

son Hamnet, twin of their daughter Judith. The family, wracked by grief, must find a way forward. 

For Agnes, that lies in her connection to nature; for Will, it lies where it always does...in creation. And 

as he channels the grief of his son’s death into his greatest character—Hamlet—Agnes must learn to try to meet her 

husband on his own turf and bridge the gulf that absence and grief have put between them.  

This visualization of a critically acclaimed novel has already gotten some stellar reviews (and Oscar buzz). History 

and literary buffs are sure to enjoy this poignant meditation on grief, loss, forgiveness and love.   
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Thanks to his novel A Christmas Carol, Charles Dickens was largely responsible for the celebration of Christmas as 

we know it. Rebecca Connolly’s novel A Carol for Mrs. Dickens brings us a story of the great author’s wife...and 

how her own perception of the holiday season has changed.  

Eight years after the publication of A Christmas Carol, England is lionizing Charles Dickens as “the 

man who invented Christmas”. But there are no accolades for his wife Catherine...burdened with 

eight children and another to come. What’s more, she’s still dealing with the loss of one of her chil-

dren not long before this. With so much to do, the holiday season only seems like an added burden 

for her. But when Kate has a mysterious encounter with what seems to be a humble cook, she’s given 

a magical sprig of holly with the power to transport her into the past. Kate relives some key Christ-

mas pasts of her life...one shortly after her first child with Charles was born, one after their engage-

ment, and one as a child. Can the re-awakening of these memories help Kate rediscover her own joy 

in the holiday season and in her family? 

Holiday burnout is a common feeling at this time of year, and as it turns out, it’s nothing new...even for the wife of 

the man who invented Christmas. This warm, nostalgic novella (available on Hoopla) will have you rediscovering 

your own love of Christmas along with Catherine Dickens.  

If you’d like some mystery along with your holiday cheer, Martin Edwards’ Miss Winter in the Library with a Knife 

is just what the detective ordered.  

Six people with links to the mystery fiction industry—and all down on their career luck in one way or 

another—receive a supposed windfall: an invitation to spend the Christmas season in the aptly named 

Yorkshire village of Midwinter. There, the six contestants will solve a custom-made murder mystery 

game that the Midwinter Trust has tailored just for them...and the winner will receive a prize big enough 

to solve their financial problems. With nothing to lose, the six contestants (including Harry Crystal, 

whose not-very-successful gimmick is to give his novels similar titles to Agatha Christie ones) agree to the 

challenge. But in the atmospheric, snowbound northern village, fiction and reality blend as a real-life 

murder occurs...and, cut off from the outside world, the contestants find themselves fighting for their lives. Who is 

the killer stalking them...and what does the Midwinter Trust have to do with it all?  

Edwards, the creator of several mystery novel series, thrills us with a holiday whodunit that features plenty of in-

jokes for lovers of Golden Age mysteries.  

Enjoy some festive holiday novels this season! 

Richard Paul Evans has brought us many great holiday-themed stories. This year, he gives us The Christmas 

Stranger, a poignant mediation on grief and healing. 

It’s been three years since computer repairman Paul Wanlass lost his family to a drunk-driving acci-

dent that occurred on Christmas Eve. Since then, he has been unable to re-engage with the world...his 

grief has been too great. Though his community has tried to reach out to him, he can’t seem to find 

his way out of the pit….and is ready to check out altogether. Until, that is, a client shows up near 

Christmas claiming to need help with a laptop. The stranger, calling himself Gabriel, gets to talking 

with Paul, convincing him not to end it after all because “sometimes the road to heaven begins in 

hell”. From there, Paul discovers opportunities to help others, including a bullied nine-year-old boy 

whose alcoholic mother neglects him, and a recent widow who’s been dealing with pain of her own. As Christmas 

approaches, these three broken lives have an opportunity to heal...if Paul can open his heart.  

This warm, deeply heartfelt story from a master of Christmas-themed fiction is sure to please the author’s many 

fans.  

 


