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Library Lines
Program Spotlight
Introductory to Sign Language: Thursday, 8/4, 6:00
p.m.
The library is offering an introductory course to American
Sign Language for beginners! Come join us for a night of
learning basic sign language with Niki Leary. Registration
is required, so please register online or call 856-629-1212
x206 to sign up! This is a program for Adults.

Learning ASL allows you to communicate with a wide range of hearing,
hard of hearing, and deaf individuals—including students in
mainstream and deaf school or university programs and deaf or hard of
hearing residents and business people in your community. In addition,
ASL improves the quality of family communication for hearing people
with deaf or hard of hearing family members.
Computer & Tech Help is back! : Monday, 8/8 & 8/22 & Wednesday,
8/10 & 8/31 with appointments from 1-3 p.m.
The library is offering free 1-on-1 computer and technology help
appointments with a librarian. 30 minute or 1 hour appointments are
available; if you'd like an hour, please register for 2 consecutive
appointment slots. Please explain what you would like help with so we can
best accommodate your needs!
Hunt a Killer: Murder Mystery: Thursday, 8/18, 6:00– 8:00 p.m.
Calling all true crime fans! Join us for an episodic murder mystery game in
six parts. Each month we'll receive new evidence, clues, and puzzles that
will take us closer to solving the murder. New members are always
welcome! We're starting a brand new season so if you've been hesitant
about joining in the middle of the mystery, now's the time to jump in!
The Free Public Library of Monroe Township
713 Marsha Ave
Williamstown, NJ 08094

Library Hours
Monday-Thursday 11AM-9PM
Friday 10AM-3PM
CLOSED SATURDAY & SUNDAY
FOR SUMMER!

Contact Us!
The Free Public Library of Monroe
Township
713 Marsha Ave
Williamstown, NJ 08094
(856) 629-1212
Circulation Desk
Ext. 210 or 211
Reference Desk
Ext. 206
Teen and Youth Services
Ext. 209
Administration
Ext. 203
info@monroetpl.org
Visit us on the web at
http://www.monroetpl.org/

In This Issue
· Adult Programming (pgs. 2-4)
· Teen Programming (pg. 5)
· Children’s Programming (pg.6)

“Reading is essential for those
who seek to rise above the
ordinary.” - Jim Rohn

The Monroe Library Welcomes You!
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Adult Programming
Needle Arts Group: Wednesday, 8/3 & 8/17, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Do you like to knit or crochet? Like to do embroidery, needlepoint, beading,
quilting, or other needlework? Bring a current project to work on in a fun, informal
atmosphere. All levels of experience are welcome. This is not a class, however
sharing of tips and experience is encouraged. Registration not required.
Inkwell Writers Group: Wednesday, 8/10, 6:30-8:30 p.m.

An adult creative writing group looking for fun, creative, artistic writers who find it
hard to stay motivated to write. Join us as we encourage each other in maintaining a
writing schedule with the goal of using writing as a tool of empowerment, healing &
personal discovery. Critique sessions, writing prompts, artistic encouragement. For
writers of any genre. To register, contact the group facilitator Jerome Jackson at 609372-8908.

Netflix Film Discussion Club: Thursday, 8/11, 7-8 p.m.
Join us for this month's Netflix Film Discussion Club! This month we are
discussing: Against the Ice (2022). In 1909, Denmark's Alabama Expedition led
by Captain Ejnar Mikkelsen was attempting to disprove the United States' claim
to North Eastern Greenland, a claim that was rooted in the idea that Greenland
was broken up into two different pieces of land. Leaving their crew behind with
the ship, Mikkelsen sleds across the ice with his inexperienced crew member,
Iver Iversen. The two men succeed in finding the proof that Greenland is one
island, but returning to the ship takes longer and is much harder than expected.
Battling extreme hunger, fatigue and a polar bear attack, they finally arrive to
find their ship crushed in the ice and the camp abandoned.

Coming September 2022
Wednesday, September 7th at 2 p.m.
Horror/Thriller Book Club

Are you interested in what lies beyond the shadows? Do you like to be kept on the edge of your
seat? Maybe you even like a good mystery. Well, the library is creating a NEW type of book club
for those of you who like to be SPOOKED! (And just in time for the spooky season!)
Join us at the library for this initial meeting and bring 4-5 horror/thriller suggestions to help us
create a book club list! This is a new club, so all thoughts, opinions and suggestions will be
considered (and appreciated!). Our first "official" meeting will be in October. See you soon...
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Adult Programming (cont'd)
Craft for Adults--Painted Wooden Trinket Box: Thursday, 8/11, 12:00 P.M.:
Adults of all ages can paint and decorate a miniature wooden trinket box--perfect
for jewelry and other "treasures". Signups are required, so visit our online events
calendar at www.monroetpl.org to register.
Bingo for Adults-- Friday, 8/12, 12:00 PM: Adults of all ages are invited to play a few games of Bingo! You can win
books to take home, bowling games, or other great prizes. Signups are required, so visit our online events calendar at
www.monroetpl.org to register.
Paint Date for Adults with Gina Martucci--Tuesday, 8/23, 6:30 PM. Adults of all ages can create their own painting
with local artist Gina Martucci! Signups are required, so please visit our online calendar at www.monroetpl.org. to
register. If you've registered but can't make it, please be sure to cancel using our online calendar as a courtesy to those
on the waiting list.

De-Mystifying the Tarot-- Thursday, 8/25, 6:30 PM:
Tentatively Scheduled (Check with Librarians)
Lunch and a
Movie
Summer 2022-Musicals!
Bring your
lunch
(beverages
provided) and
enjoy a
summer of
Hollywood's
best movie
musicals!
This month,
we present a
recent film
adaptation of
the first hit of
one of our
best Broadway
composers,
and a fun
romp directed
by a Muppet
genius. No
signups
required.

Lunch & A Movie
Monday, August 8th, 12:00 PM—Cyrano (2021). This gorgeous musical version of the famous Edmond
Rostand play is an adaptation of a previous stage musical. Peter Dinklage (who also starred in the stage show)
stars as Cyrano de Bergerac...changed here to a little person rather than a guy with a huge nose. Cyrano is a
soldier as well as a gifted writer and poet, but he believes his small stature makes him unworthy of his childhood
friend Roxane (Haley Bennett), whom he’s loved from afar for years. When she becomes smitten with the
handsome soldier Christian de Neuvillette (Kelvin Harrison Jr.), and he with her, Cyrano agrees to write
Christian's love letters and romantic speeches, wooing Roxane in the only way he believes he can. He must
navigate many obstacles, such as keeping the ruse alive when Roxane and Christian speak alone together, helping
Roxane evade a nobleman’s attentions, and the prospect of his unit being sent to the front lines of the war with
Spain. As the ruse deepens, can Cyrano keep it up...and will Roxane ever truly love the man who has been wooing
her all along?
Monday, August 22nd, 12:00 PM—West Side Story (2021). We finish the summer with Steven Spielberg’s reimagining of the groundbreaking Broadway classic, an update of Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet. On the west
side of New York City in the late 1950s, a white street gang, the Jets, clashes with the Puerto Rican gang the
Sharks. Former Jet leader Tony, who’s just come off a stint in jail, is re-thinking his life and hoping for something
beyond the cycle of violence he and his friends have been trapped in. One night at a local dance, he meets Maria
Vasquez, a newly arrived Puerto Rican girl, and the two instantly fall deeply in love...but Maria is the sister of
Bernardo, the Sharks’ leader. Tony promises her that he will stop the impending rumble between the two gangs,
but his misguided attempt leads to a shocking act of violence that further threatens the young lovers’ hopes. As
events spiral out of control, can the couple escape the violence and hatred that surrounds them? As well as the
classic music and lyrics, this adaptation features a new screenplay by Tony Kushner (Lincoln) that fleshes out
many characters and re-contextualizes some of the songs. It also adds a new character—Valentina, who owns the
store where Tony works, played by Rita Moreno, the original Anita from the 1961 movie. This is a fresh and
exciting take on one of Broadway’s greatest musicals, at a time when many of us are hoping for a future free of
hatred and violence...somehow, someday, somewhere.
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Adult Programming (cont'd)

Join the Bookclubs!
Bookworms Book Club: Wednesday, 8/17, 1 p.m.

Department of Rare Books and Special Collections by Eva Jurcyzk

Liesl Weiss long ago learned to be content working behind the scenes in the distinguished rare
books department of a large university, managing details and working behind the scenes to make
the head of the department look good. But when her boss has a stroke and she's left to run things,
she discovers that the library's most prized manuscript is missing. Liesl tries to sound the alarm
and inform the police about the missing priceless book, but is told repeatedly to keep quiet, to
keep the doors open and the donors happy. But then a librarian unexpectedly stops showing up to
work. Liesl must investigate both disappearances, unspooling her colleagues' pasts like the threads
of a rare book binding as it becomes clear that someone in the department must be responsible for
the theft. What Liesl discovers about the dusty manuscripts she has worked among for so long—
and about the people who care for and revere them—shakes the very foundation on which she has
built her life.

Bookmarks Book Club: Tuesday, 8/30, 7 p.m.
The Last Mona Lisa by Jonathan Santlofer

August, 1911: The Mona Lisa is stolen by Vincent Peruggia. Exactly what happens in the two years
before its recovery is a mystery. Many replicas of the Mona Lisa exist, and more than one historian
has wondered if the painting now returned to the Louvre is a fake, switched in 1911. Present day:
Art professor Luke Perrone digs for the truth behind his most famous ancestor: Peruggia. His search
attracts an Interpol detective with something to prove and an unfamiliar but curiously helpful
woman. Soon, Luke tumbles deep into the world of art and forgery, a land of obsession and danger.

Teen Programming (ages 12-19)
Teen Craft Night: Mason Jar Fish Tank: Monday 8/1 at 6:00 pm
This session is for TEENS (Grades 7-12 / Ages 12-18).
Mason jars and aquarium supplies will be provided for you to create your very
own decorative fish tank. Registration is required. For more information or
questions, contact kcasser@monroetpl.org. Can't make it? No problem! Please
still register and then email kcasser@monroetpl.org to request to pick up your
supplies to take home!
Movie in the Park: Luca: Wednesday 8/3 at DUSK for ALL AGES
Bring your towels, chairs or blankets and enjoy a night out watching "Luca".
Popcorn will be provided. No registration is required.
Teen Paint Date with Gina Martucci: Monday, 8/8, at 6:00 p.m.
TEENS (EXCLUSIVELY for Grades 7-12 / Ages 12-18) are invited to join Gina
Martucci from the Williamstown Arts Center to create their very own paintings
through step-by-step instruction! Registration is required. For more information or
questions, contact kcasser@monroetpl.org.
Teen Advisory Board: Thursday, 8/11, at 1:30 p.m.

Do you want a say in what events the library has & what books we put on the teen
shelves?? Have an idea for a program you'd like to see (or even help run!) for you
and your friends? Are you looking for volunteer hours? Then come join our Teen
Advisory Board! TAB is the perfect place for you to make a difference here at your
library, get involved in your community. Attendees will work with the Teen
Librarian to share their ideas and get involved with services and programs offered
at the library. Registration is required. For ages 12-18. PS... there will be pizza &
snacks!! For questions or more info, email kcasser@monroetpl.org
Teen Game Night: The Amazing Library Race Monday 8/15 at 6:00 p.m.
Join us for a Teen Game Night! (For Grades 7-12 / Ages 12-18). This month, we're hosting an Amazing Race
Challenge! Sail the Seven Seas across the Seven Continents all around the library in this points-based, timed race!
You can participate solo or in teams up to 4 people for a scavenger hunt / trivia / activity themed race! Solve clues that
will take you all over the library, where you'll have to find items, answer questions, or complete activities along the
way. You'll get points for each station you complete and how quickly you complete them. At the end of the night, the
team with the most points in the fastest time will win gift cards!

PRIZE WEEK

August 22-25 = summer reading Prize Week for Kids/Teens

Mon. 8/22 @ 6:00 pm – Cupcake Decorating
Tues. 8/23 @ 12:00 pm – Water Balloons
Wed. 8/24 @ 1:00 pm – Willow Creek Ranch Petting Zoo
Thurs. 8/25 @ 11:30 am – Wetland’s Institute “Sea Creatures with Amazing Features”

Monroe Township Teens
Host

BACK TO SCHOOL
SUPPLIES DRIVE
Accepting Donations For:
Pencils/ Pens
Binders
Notebooks
Folders
Erasers
Crayons/Markers

Calculators
Pencil Cases
Sharpeners
Rulers
Scissors
Highlighters

ALL AUGUST LONG
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Children's Programming
(ages under 12) (con't)
Mason Jar Fish Tank : Tuesday, 8/2 at 11:30 a.m. & 1:30 p.m.
Children of all ages will make a fish tank using a glass mason jar, plastic fish and glow
in the dark pebbles! Registration is required! Please register at monroetpl.org under
"EVENTS" or call call 856-629-1212 ext 206.

Join us for Story Time

Movies in the Park: Wednesday, 8/3 at Dusk! Bring your towels, chairs or blankets
and enjoy a night out watching "Luca". Popcorn will be provided. No registration is
required. (Rain date: 8/4/2022)

Seashell Creatures Craft: Thursday, 8/4 at 11:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.
Children of all ages will make sea shell creatures using sea shells, model magic clay, feathers and other fun craft items.
Registration is required. Register at monroetpl.org under EVENTS or call 856-629-1212 ext 206 to sign up.
:
Seashell Animal Craft: Tuesday, 8/9 at 11:30 a.m. & 1:30 p.m.
Children of all ages will use a stencil of a sea creature, a sea shell and paint to decorate and design their sea animal.
Registration is required. Register at monroetpl.org under EVENTS or call 856-629-1212 ext 201.
Tweens Paint Night : Tuesday, 8/9 at 6 p.m.
Children of all ages will be given a clear reusable water to decorate using stickers, paints and markers. Registration is
required. Sign-up at monroetpl.org under Events or call 856-629-1212 ext. 206.***If you are unable to attend the
event, please still register but also email khauserman@monroetpl.org to schedule a pickup day and time**

Join us for Story Time!
Summer Story time : Wednesday ,August 3rd & the 17th at 11:30 a.m. and at 1:30 p.m.
Each Wednesday we will read a couple of stories, sing some songs and make a craft. Open to children of all
ages. Registration is required for each story time. Register online at monroetpl.org under events or call 856629-1212 ext. 206 to sign-up.
Little Caterpillar's Story time: Wednesday, August 10th at 11:30 a.m.
Stories, songs, rhymes and fun for babies ages 0-18 months and their parents or caregivers. Play and social
time immediately follow the program. Bring a blanket or towel as some of the activities require the babies to
lay on the ground. If you have any questions, please email Katrina at khauserman@monroetpl.org. Please
register online at monroetpl.org under events or call 856-629-1212 ext. 206 to sign-up.
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Children's
Programming
(con't)
Sea Turtle Craft: Thursday, August 11th at 11:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.
Children of all ages will paint and create their own sea turtle by using cups, paint, and sea turtle templates.
Registration is required. Register at monroetpl.org under Events or call 856-629-1212 ext. 206 to sign-up.
Pirate Kaleidoscope Craft: Tuesday, August 16th at 11:30 a.m. & 1:30 p.m.
Children of all ages will decorate and make their very own pirate kaleidoscope. Registration is required. please register
at monroetpl.org under EVENTS or call 856-629-1212 ext 206.
Read to a Therapy Dog: Tuesday, August 16th at 6 p.m.
Stop by children's section of the library and read to either Casey or Memphis, our two therapy dogs. This program
occurs every third Tuesday of the month. No registration is required.
Pirate Story Time: Thursday, August 18 at 1 p.m.
Join Jack Sparrow from Magical Events NJ for a fun story time. Registration is required. Sign-up at monroetpl.org
under Events or call 856-629-1212 ext. 206.
Cupcake Decorating: Monday, August 22nd at 6 p.m.
Children and Teens will be given a cupcake and fixings that they can decorate! Registration is required. Sign-up at
monroetpl.org under EVENTS or call 856-629-1212 ext 206.
Water Balloon Fun: Tuesday, August 23rd at 12 p.m.
Children and Teens will be given a bucket of water balloons to have some fun and beat the heat! Registration is
required. Sign-ups will be at monroetpl.org under EVENTS or call 856-629-1212 ext 206.
Petting Zoo Event: Wednesday, August 24th at 1 p.m.
Children and Teens can join the Willow Creek Ranch for a fun filled time and meet some goats, chickens, a bunny and
of course horses. Registration is required. Sign-up at monroetpl.org under EVENTS or call 856-629-1212 ext 206.
Wetlands's Institute Featuring: Sea Creatures with Amazing Features! Thursday, 8/25 at 11:30 a.m.
Children and Teens can join the Willow Creek Ranch for a fun filled time and meet some goats, chickens, a bunny and
of course horses. Registration is required. Sign-up at monroetpl.org under EVENTS or call 856-629-1212 ext 206.

